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Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
The agenda for the Scrutiny and Overview meeting (23/09) includes a register of 43 ongoing 
projects, of which 17 are ‘key’. The following projects affect us in South Cambridgeshire or the City 
and are all under one Director: A505 Corridor Royston to Granta Park, Cambridge South Station – 
and an interim solution (key), Coldhams Lane roundabout improvements, M11 junction 8, A10 
dualling (key and apparently ‘on schedule’) and Cambridge Autonomous Metro (key). A total of £170 
million for affordable housing is also a key project. The quarterly ‘dashboard’ provides graphs of 
performance against targets which show not as many affordable homes have been started in 
2018/19 as had been hoped. 
The Combined Authority is preparing a non-statutory strategic spatial framework to go out for public 
consultation. The plan is for the Cambridge Autonomous Metro (CAM) to be extended to serve 
Alconbury – but this suggests it might take as much as 15 years (?) to provide this link, when the 
plans to move the County Council Office there are likely to be realised sooner.    
  
Greater Cambridge Partnership 
In view of the increasing development of employment sites to the south-east of Cambridge and the 
increasing prospect of transport congestion on roads into Cambridge, the GCP is planning a public 
transport route between the Cambridge Biomedical Campus, Babraham P&R and Granta Park. Three 
potential sites for the travel hub are being evaluated near the A11/A1307/A505 (Fourwentways) 
roundabout. The aim is to provide a fast, reliable public transport link within 1km of home for 
pedestrians and within 2km of home for cyclists.  The public consultation on this has started, 
focussed on the communities to the south east of the City, with an aim of taking a proposal to the 
GCP Board in early 2020, with time for public enquiries in 2021 and aim to start works in 2022. You 
can comment here 
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/CSET-consultation-2019 
The route will be part of the CAM network – which in future is planned to cross Cambridge City in 
two tunnels and extend to St Neots, Waterbeach, Mildenhall and Haverhill.  
 
County matters 
Children 
The County recognises a growing and very real demand for social care and provision for Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) and Looked After Children. This causes major budgetary 
concerns. 
The County is frequently often asked by Multi-Academy Trust (who have received their funding 
directly from Central Government) to ‘support’ various schools whose buildings are in a poor state of 
repair. The County can support a bid to government, to request capital funding for refurbishments 
but cannot (and should not) support them financially. 
The County is launching another initiative ‘Best Start in Life’ which brings together a wide range of 
organisations and professionals and focuses on healthy pregnancy, parents and children; identifying 
and supporting vulnerable parents early; preparing for parenthood; supporting positive attachment, 
bonding and child development.” 
The Educational Achievement Board regularly reviews Key Stage 1 and 2 results. Cambridgeshire 
continues to be slightly below the national average. At first this might appear surprising but it is 
because a higher proportion of Cambridgeshire children go to private schools than across the 
country as a whole and their results are not included in this data. Opportunity Area money is largely 
being directed towards Fenland to try to pay for more teachers to reduce class sizes.  
School funding - recent announcements from government sound promising but in reality the 
increases will not fully make up for the 8% real drop in funding since 2014.  
 

https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/CSET-consultation-2019


Highways and Transport - The draft Local Transport Plan can be found via this link 
https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/about-us/programmes/transport/ltp/ 
and the Plan itself is here (202 pages, so don’t print unless you really want to) 
https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/assets/Transport/Draft-LTP.pdf 
Responses must be in by Friday 27 September 
A cross-party group are seeking more joined-up thinking from the GCP and bus operators around the 
proposed inbound carriageway closure of Histon Road, esp. to help sixth form students. 
Zero Carbon An excellent presentation by Cambridge University Science and Policy Exchange 
showed just how hard we will have to work to achieve zero carbon by 2050.   
 
Around the parishes: 
Milton - CCTV on the Jane Coston Bridge 
I have been advised by Chris Stopford of Hunts DC that the order has been placed for the cameras. 
They are just awaiting confirmation from British Telecom on their timescales for the installation of 
the communication links. Once this information is available I will provide a more detailed timetable. 
Landfill Liaison (FCC Environment Ltd) FCC Environment Ltd Liaison meeting on Wed 25 September. 
 
Landbeach 
It appears the Cottenham Road will be re-surfaced soon. When temperatures reached 38.7 
Centigrade on 25 July, the road surface melted and although repaired since, needs re-surfacing.   
Waterbeach I have heard nothing since I submitted my report to SCDC on Angler’s Way. 
 
Horningsea   Residents are requesting speed calming measures in Horningsea, highlighting the 
recent damage to walls and buildings.  I am following up the request to repair potholes in St John’s 
Lane.  
Greenways - the public drop-in session at the Village Hall on Tue 24 Sep was poorly publicised by the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership and we requested a repeat before the deadline for comments of 
Monday 28 October.  Here is the link https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/bottisham-
swaffham-horningsea-greenways 
Scroll to the bottom of the page for the link to the questionnaire. There are questions about 
Greenways in general but only 7 about Horningsea specifically. 
 
Fen Ditton 
The application for the school at Marleigh (Wing) was refused on grounds of a) access (potential 
conflict between pedestrians and those who cycle or scoot to school) and on b) likely solar gain (the 
long south-facing frontage) had no external protection from the sun. The Committee wanted more 
attention to be given to these matters. This is a concern because now there will be a delay before 
the school places will be provided, which must match the phasing of the development.   
Cycleway scheme – County Cycling Projects officer advises: 
“Our contractors will be carrying out investigative works later this week on the embankment of the 
paddock on Ditton Lane (south of High Ditch Road). Sections of the embankment will be stripped 
back to ascertain whether the material (ie. chalk) is constant throughout. David Edevane, the 
Skanska Scheme Delivery Manager will organise traffic management for these investigative works on 
Thursday or Friday this week. It will require temporary traffic lights for just a few hours.  
 
The investigative works mean we are looking at yet another way of supporting the embankment! 
But I hope you will agree it is good news. A geotechnical engineer is advising us on this new solution: 
it involves cutting back the embankment and overlaying it with a geotechnical membrane which is 
pinned to the embankment to keep the top soil in place and then seeded. He will work out at what 
angle the embankment can be cut back. This solution would provide a green slope and do away with 
the need for a retaining wall. The works would also be carried out much more quickly, with less 
disruption to local residents.” 
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